Rolleston on Dove
Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs Mary Danby BA (Hons)
32 Hillcrest Rise

BURNTWOOD

WS7 4SH

Mobile: 07908 545412 (Office hours)
Email: clerk@rollestonondove-pc.gov.uk
https://rollestonondove-pc.gov.uk

Our Ref: MD 07 April 2026

To: All Members of the Parish Council

Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Old Grammar School
Room, adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Rolleston on Dove DE13 9BE on Monday 13 April 2026
commencing at 7pm at which the business set out below will be transacted.

Yours sincerely

MDanby

Mary Danby
Clerk

PUBLIC FORUM

A maximum of 15 minutes will be allocated prior to the commencement of the meeting when members
of the public may put questions/comments on any matter in relation to which the parish council has
powers or duties which affect the area.

1. Apologies for absence
2. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
3. Planning applications
Application No. | Location Proposal
P/2026/00247 The Firs Remodelling of existing dwelling including
Hall Grounds alterations to existing rear extension to form flat
roof with installation of roof lantern, alterations to
fenestration on all elevations and associated works
and retention of roof alterations to include to
installation of roof lights
P/2026/00279 Spread Eagle Hotel Display of 4 no. non-illuminated fascia signs, 1 no.
Church Road externally illuminated hanging sign, 3 no. non-
illuminated wall mounted signs, 1 no. non-
illuminated door mounted sign, 2 no. non-
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illuminated pole mounted warning signs and 3 x
lanterns

P/2026/00280 Spread Eagle Hotel Listed Building application for the display of 4 no.
Church Road non-illuminated fascia signs, 1 no. externally
illuminated hanging sign, 3 no. non-illuminated wall
mounted signs, 1 no. non-illuminated door mounted
sign and 3 x lanterns
P/2026/00281 Land off Planning in Principle application for the erection of

Meadow View

up to 6 self-build dwellings

To consider the Minutes of the meeting held on 09 March 2026 (Enclosure 1)

Matters arising from the previous meeting

Councillors’ reports

Financial matters

7.1

Schedule of payments due
Payee Description Payment Method Gr::)ss V:T
Rolleston Scout Rollestonbury 2026 tickets (part of Debit Card 38.50 0.00
Group Rollestonian of the Year award) (Pd 12/03/26)
J Deacon Re-stoning part of Jinny Trail path BACS 9,330.00 | 1,555.00
(Pd 13/03/26)
St Mary’s Church, S.137 Grant Aid (Church clock — Min. BACS 100.00 0.00
Rolleston No. 183.4 refers) (Pd 16/03/26)
BB Trees Ltd Arboricultural report on 2 no. Lime BACS 552.00 92.00
trees at The Croft (Pd 26/03/26)
G Stewart Reimbursement: Hammerite BACS 21.99 3.67
(Burnside railings) (Pd 26/03/26)
B Binns Tree works (The Croft) BACS 1,030.00 0.00
(Pd 30/03/26)
P Gould Mowing contract BACS 1,354.58 0.00
Viking Office UK Stationery BACS 83.90 13.99
Ltd
Clerk Salary and expenses BACS 1,494.99 0.60
J Deacon Environmental contract £1,376.10 BACS 2,025.30 337.55
Craythorne lock/unlock £223.20
Craythorne/Tafflands: Remove fallen
tree from hedge £54.00
Elizabeth Avenue playing field:
Remove all waste at rear of Hawksley
Drive, level and re-seed £180.00
Shotwood Close POS: Dig out vy
under Pyracantha and re-seed
£192.00
SLCC 2026/27 Subscription (Pro rata) BACS 197.50 0.00
SLCC Enterprises Regional Training Seminar — delegate BACS 102.00 17.00
Ltd fee
SPCA Membership fees 2026/27: BACS 743.47 0.00
NALC £243.47
SPCA £500.00
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Brierley Hill Crystal

Rollestonian of the Year award

BACS

77.48 12.91

ESBC

Bin emptying 1°t qtr 2026/27

BACS

1,606.46 267.74

7.2

Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2026

Total

18,758.17 | 2,300.46

Community
Account

Instant Access
Account

Total

01 April 2025

Opening balances

£ 15,667.27

£77,360.20

£ 93,027.47

Movement in
funds to date

PLUS Income

£112,262.68

£10,085.95

£122,348.63

LESS Expenditure

£109,873.45

£ 0.00

£109,873.45

31 March 2026

Bank Statement

18,056.50

£87,446.15

£105,502.65

7.3

Earmarked Reserves at 31 March 2026

Opening funds
01/04/2025

Available funds
31/03/2026

Recommended
YE EMRs

Environmental improvements

£ 7,100.00

£15,000.00

Brook Hollows

£ 9,326.50

£ 7,526.50

£7,526.50

Play areas

£20,250.00

£20,250.00

£25,000.00

Speed Indicator Device

£11,000.00

£ 5,623.00

£ 6,000.00

Total £47,676.50

£33,399.50

£53,526.50

10.
10.1

10.2

Receipts and payments to 31 March 2026 (Enclosure 2)
$106 funds

Flooding

EA Progress report

Following our recent engagement with residents, we are progressing development of a Property
Flood Resilience (PFR) scheme. Our aim is to secure funding to deliver PFR measures to
approximately 35 properties identified at highest risk, with the intention of completing initial
property surveys in the 2026/27 financial year.

At this stage, we have not been allocated Flood Defence Grant in Aid (FDGiA) funding for next
financial year. However, we are intending to submit a bid for Local Levy money to support initial
property-level surveys. This bid has not yet been submitted, and we expect that it may take
several months before the outcome is known. We will continue to bid for money throughout this
year and for next.

In addition, new national funding rules for Natural Flood Management (NFM) schemes have
recently been introduced. As this is a new approach, we are currently reviewing how these
funding opportunities could be applied to Rolleston-on-Dove and we will provide further
updates as this work progresses.

We will continue to keep the Parish Council informed as the project develops.

EA response to queries put by the council (Minute Mo. 178.2 refers)

1. Unfortunately, we can’t automatically make those properties ‘eligible’ as eligibility is
determined by national funding rules and guidance for PFR. What | can do is make a note of
their interest and ensure that when we do initial property surveys, they are included so that we
can accurately ascertain what the lowest point of entry for flood water may be. Currently our
modelling says they don’t flood to a depth greater than 10cm, which is below the typical
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11.

12.

13.

14.

141

14.2

14.3

property threshold of 15cm. If, for example, their front doorstep is 5cm above the ground, we
could include them in the scheme. Hope that makes sense.

2. |spoke to Jacob Collier’s office yesterday (26 March) and the £159,000 that Jacob was referring
to was the Flood Defence Grant in Aid Government funding we were allocated for last financial
year 25/26. We have since spent this money on the development of the Strategic Outline case.
It was perhaps a bit misleading what Jacob had said, as initially, | too was surprised to hear
about this money.

3. In my original letter, which included the invite to the drop-in session, | provided details of the
work we had currently done and that we propose to progress PFR to the highest risk properties.
| am not sure what the purpose of a follow up letter would be? Do let me know if there is
anything specific that | might have missed in previous updates.

Martyn’s Law

ESBC: Consultation launch - Housing Allocations Policy (2026)

East Staffordshire Borough Council has launched a public consultation on proposed changes to its
Housing Allocations Policy.

The proposed changes aim to ensure the policy remains fair, transparent and aligned with current
housing needs, with a renewed focus on local connection and prioritising those in greatest housing

need.

We would welcome your views and would appreciate your support in sharing this consultation with
relevant service users, stakeholders and networks.

You can access the consultation and further information via the link below:

https://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/consultations

The consultation package consists of a summary of the proposed changes and the draft Housing
Allocations Policy.

The consultation will run until Thursday 23 April 2026.
Resistograph report: 2 No. Lime trees on The Croft (Enclosure 3)
Correspondence

SPCA Bulletin
The SPCA bulletin and other information have been regularly provided to Councillors.

Comms log
The Comms Log has been regularly provided to Councillors.

SPCA: Staffordshire Day
We want to shout about the fantastic things that you make happen in your communities - and we
need your help!

The SPCA and NALC are gathering examples of the positive impact your councils are making every

day. With Staffordshire Day just around the corner, NALC is gearing up to showcase your inspiring
projects and success stories across social media - and we’d love to feature yours!
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14.4

14.5

Whether you’ve launched an exciting new initiative, continued a valuable long-running project,
held an event, started a neighbourhood plan, or delivered something that makes a real difference
to your residents, we want to hear about it. Be it big or small, a project in the pipeline, or a
tried-and-tested scheme - if it’s helping your community, please tell us!

We're also developing a set of case studies to highlight the amazing work of our local councils.
Send us an email with a few details about what your parish or town council has achieved, what
you’re currently working on, or what exciting plans you have ahead. Any social media, website links
or pictures would also be helpful.

Let’s celebrate your hard work and proudly share the brilliant things happening across Staffordshire
on Staffordshire Day!

SPCA: Neighbourhood Governance campaign

As part of the West Midlands County Associations of Local Councils (WMCALC) we are pleased to
share with you our Neighbourhood Governance Pack (Enclosure 4). It is designed to help your council
influence the emerging Neighbourhood Governance proposals.

This pack brings together a briefing for councillors, a draft council motion and a template letter you
can send to your MP. It is designed to make it as simple as possible for your council to act. You can:

= Use the template motion at your next council meeting to formally agree your position.

= Send the covering letter to your local MP, encouraging them to lobby for a strong and influential
role for parish and town councils in the new neighbourhood governance framework.

=  Adapt any of the documents to reflect your local context or priorities.

We hope this pack helps you respond confidently and consistently to the ongoing uncertainty around
your role in Neighbourhood Governance.

SPCA: Free planning advice service
From 1% April we have a new planning advice service, available exclusively, and free of charge, to
member councils of the Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association (SPCA).

For many years, SPCA has been proud to offer a range of support services to its members—
including free HR advice, legal advice, and VAT advice. However, we have long recognised the
growing need for specialist planning support, especially as councils face increasingly complex or
contentious planning applications.

To meet this need, SPCA is partnering with ONH Planning For Good, a nationally respected planning
consultancy with extensive experience supporting town and parish councils. ONH is one of the
country’s leading neighbourhood planning support providers, with over 200 neighbourhood plan
projects delivered across more than 60 planning authority areas.

They also provide expert assistance with Local Plan representations, planning appeals, s106/CIL
matters, settlement planning, design codes and more. Their team includes former senior clerks,
chartered planners, urban designers and architects, giving them an exceptional understanding of
local council realities.

The service gives SPCA member councils direct access to professional planning guidance when
responding to large, complex or sensitive planning applications—such as major housing

developments, data centres, renewable energy developments, etc...

Through ONH — Planning for Good, members will benefit from:
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= Specialist planning advice to help shape informed, confident responses to significant planning
applications.

= Guidance on which documents to review, relevant legislation or planning practice guidance,
and templates for council responses.

= Access to wider expertise on neighbourhood planning, local plan involvement and emerging
changes in national policy.

= Opportunities for additional paid support where a council wishes ONH to undertake more
detailed work on its behalf.

= Access to ONH’s wider support, including free online seminars on planning legislation updates
and monthly planning newsletters.

This service represents an important step in further strengthening the support available to our
member councils, ensuring that you are better equipped to navigate an increasingly complex
planning environment.

When you need to access the service, the Clerk will need to email the SPCA and they will then be
sent a form to complete. The form is to ensure that we have gathered the required information
for the query to be dealt with. If you have no Clerk, a designated councillor can make the
request.
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Minutes of a meeting of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
held at the Old Grammar School Room, Church Road on
Monday 09 March 2026 commencing at 7pm

Present

Councillor Stewart (in the Chair)

Councillors Appleby, Badcock, Gallone, Houston, E McManus, S McManus, Peirce, Sanderson and
Storer

In attendance

Emma Sharp, Community Flood Officer — Staffordshire, Severn Trent Water
Four members of the public

Alice Peck, Youth Representative

Mary Danby, Clerk

Public Forum
No comments/queries were put to the council.

167. Serious concerns about safety on Church Road and Marston Lane
Resolved That Standing Orders be suspended to permit Marston Lane residents to
speak regarding a letter they had sent to the Parish Council regarding concerns with (a)
traffic inappropriately using Marston Lane and (b) speeding traffic on Church Road. The
letter suggested several measures to resolve those issues.

Agreed That the Parish Council would provide the residents’ letter to the County Councillor
and that the following requests be highlighted:

® |mproved signage for Marston Lane and Church Road to stop inappropriate vehicles
using the Lane when there are issues/closures on the A38

= Double yellow lines on the Marston Lane/Church Road junction

= Aspeed reduction be introduced on part of Church Road

= Replacement/repair of the speed cushions on Church Road

An additional suggestion was agreed to be put to the County Councillor that Marston Lane
be made a No Entry lane for the Rolleston section (at the Dove bridge). The Clerk was
requested to contact the Marston on Dove Parish Meeting Chair to ask if this something they
might want to consider requesting for their end of the Lane.

Councillors asked that an update be provided on the proposals being considered by
Staffordshire Highways regarding Marston Lane and confirmation that the above
suggestions would be considered.

Resolved That Standing Orders be reinstated.

168. Emma Sharp, Community Flood Officer — Staffordshire, Severn Trent Water
Ms Sharp introduced herself to Councillors, saying that the team had been established last
summer and had been active since November 2025. She was reaching out to introduce
herself and begin building connections with key partners across councils and other
authorities involved in flood risk management.
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Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
09 March 2026

She said that her role focuses on supporting communities across Staffordshire in
understanding flood risk, promoting resilience, and facilitating collaborative approaches to
flood mitigation. In addition, she will also be acting as a key point of contact for communities
across Staffordshire — responding to questions and concerns related to flooding and helping
to bridge the gap between local communities and the technical teams at Severn Trent. Her
aim is to ensure that community voices are heard and reflected in their flood risk
management work.

Ms Sharp said that she will be working closely with local authorities, the Environment
Agency and other stakeholders to help deliver meaningful outcomes for their customers and
the environment.

Ms Sharp responded as follows in response to Councillors comments:

=  She stressed that customers should report issues to Severn Trent so that a business case
can be formed and funding sought, e.g. for new sewers, etc.

=  Problems with drains should be reported to Severn Trent and Staffordshire County
Council.

= She would look into issues reported by Councillors regarding drains at the jct Anslow
Lane/Knowles Hill and on Burnside.

= She would look into the ongoing issue with a drain on Church Road.

Councillor Stewart thanked Ms Sharp for attending the meeting.

169. Apologies for absence
Councillor Robson.
170. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
None declared.
171. Planning matters
171.1 Planning applications
Resolved That the following comments be submitted to ESBC:
Application No. | Location Proposal Comment
P/2026/00152 The Goldstone Installation of window to ground No objection
93A Station Road | floor elevation
P/2026/00162 The Lodge Change of use to residential No objection
4 Lodge Hill curtilage and retention of
hardstanding
P/2026/00165 1 Walford Road Erection of a single storey rear No objection

extension, alterations to existing
garage including the erection of a
pitched roof and a new external
wall, erection of a new pitched
roof canopy along the front
elevation to facilitate loft
conversion, alterations to the
fenestration, installation of roof
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09 March 2026

lights and alterations to existing
roof

P/2026/00167

Craythorne Manor
Craythorne Road

Change of use of land to use as
residential caravan site for 6 gypsy
families, each with two caravans
including no more than one static
caravan/mobile home, laying of
hardstanding and erection of 6 no.
ancillary amenity buildings, septic
tanks, associated boundary
treatment and retention of water
treatment system and brick
housing

Objection — see Annex 1

P/2026/00184

Spread Eagle
Hotel
Church Road

Erection of new pergola arch with
associated painting and lighting,
erection of 3m high Oak posts and
associated lighting to rear garden
and internal courtyard, installation
of new handrails to external
ramps, re-build sections of
damaged external boundary wall,
installation of 4 replacement
shutters, replacement of 5 first
floor windows and cills, repairs to
all external decoration including all
window frames, cills, doors,
architraves, guttering, downpipes
and fascias, installation of 2 new
external fire doors, removal of 9
existing planter brackets and
replacement with 5 new planters
to existing brackets, and
alterations to car park to provide
one additional accessible car
parking space

Comments:

1. Light pollution from
the arch opening into
the courtyard may
affect residents of the
Almshouses.

2. We trust that all
conservation and listed
building regulations will
be met.

P/2026/00185

Spread Eagle
Hotel
Church Road

Listed Building Application:
External and internal alterations to
include replacement flooring,
alterations to existing bar,
installation of new joinery screens,
fixed seating and handrails to
ramps and stairs, installation of
new partition walls and relocation
of internal door, installation of
replacement doors, rebuilding
sections of boundary wall,
replacement of existing shutters,
installation of new door threshold,
canopy repairs, installation of new
external fire doors, installation of

Comments:

1. Light pollution from
the arch opening into
the courtyard may
affect residents of the
Almshouses.

2. We trust that all
conservation and listed
building regulations will
be met.
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Rolleston on Dove Parish Council

09 March 2026

frosted films to all windows on
church elevation, replacement of
five first floor windows and cills,
repairs to first floor sash window,
installation of replacement planter
brackets, removal of snow guards
from wall, repair of tiles to bay
window roof, installation of new
handrails to existing external
ramps and lighting to arch opening
to external courtyard and timber
repair to apex timber tail and
moulding to existing canopy

11 Church Road

1 metre (H1)

P/2026/00189 Tutbury Road Erection of signage on the No objection
approach to Tutbury Road
P/2026/00190 Old Hall Cottage Crown reduction in height up to 2 No objection
Mosely Mews metres of one Pine tree (T1),
felling of one Holly tree (T2) and
overall crown reduction up to 20%
to provide clearance from
telephone wires of one Prunus tree
(T3)
P/2026/00192 Highbank Felling of one Sycamore tree and No objection
11 Church Road crown reduction up to 30% of one
Yew tree (W19 of TPO 1)
P/2026/00194 Highbank Felling of one Prunus tree (T4) and | No objection
11 Church Road cut back branches overhanging
roadside and reduction in height to
achieve a manageable Laurel shrub
(T3)
P/2026/00203 Oaklea Retention of detached garage and | No objection
Rolleston Road store
P/2026/00225 16 Wragg Close Erection of a rear conservatory No objection
P/2026/00232 Highbank Reduce Laurel hedge to a height of | No objection

172. Minutes

173.

Resolved That the Minutes of the meeting held on 09 February 2026 be approved and
signed as a true record.

Matters arising

Minute 153 re Sport England funds

Councillor Stewart reported that due to the lack of response the varying of the S106
condition she would now escalate this with ESBC. She also reported that ESBC had confirmed
that the wording of the proposed variation clause was sufficiently loose to enable the Parish
Council’s preferred use of those funds to be agreed.

Minute 153 re trees on the Jinny Trail
Councillor Stewart asked that the tree surgeon be chased for a date when the works would
be completed.
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174.
174.1

174.2

174.3

174.4

174.5

174.6

174.7

174.8

Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
09 March 2026
Minute No. 154.9 First bullet point
Councillor Stewart asked that the contractor be chased for a date when the resistograph
assessment would be undertaken on the two Lime trees on The Croft.

Minute No. 164.3 Replacement tree offer

The tree surgeon had met with Councillor Robson and agreed the location for a Gingko
Biloba to be planted. It was noted that the tree surgeon will grind down the stump of the
felled Plum tree and with permission he had removed several Plum saplings from the Spread
Eagle land behind the bollards.

Councillors reports

Councillor Gallone reported on the latest data collected from the SID. He queried what
speed vehicles were (or could be) travelling at when past the SID and continuing into the
village, this was because the speed at the SID (second reading) was higher than that at the
first reading. Agreed That the Police be requested to undertake another speed check on
Knowles Hill which should be conducted during school term time.

Councillor Sanderson reported that an advertising sign had been erected on the Walford
Road street sign. Agreed that the business be contacted and requested to remove the sign.

He also reported that the volunteers who maintain the Spread Eagle Island garden had
reported that bird droppings were causing a major problem with the grass. Agreed that
Councillor Stewart would liaise with the council’s mowing contractor for advice.

Councillor Storer reported that he had conducted a tree audit on the Platinum Jubilee
Orchard and all were budding and looking really good.

Councillor Houston reported that two village residents had asked him why buses travel
through the village empty. Councillors were of the opinion that village residents for the
service was not high but the village is on a route which serves other villages, e.g. Stretton,
where the need is greater.

Councillor Peirce noted that water was flowing on Church Road again from the drain(?); the
council’s contractor had coned off the area and County Councillor White had been informed
of the issue.

Councillor Appleby reported on a caravan that had been dumped on Craythorne Road and
that the vehicle towing it had been identified; he also reported that ESBC's CCEO were
dealing with the dog owner following complaints regarding consistent dog fouling on the
Elizabeth Avenue playing field.

Alice Peck, Youth Representative asked if a community fridge could be established so that
people who were going to be away could leave food for others to take rather than this going
to waste. Councillors thought that use of the sharing shelf at the Diamond Jubilee Orchard
could be expanded to include non-perishable goods — Councillor S McManus agreed to
compile a Facebook post to publicise this opportunity.

Councillor S McManus reported that Lords-and-Ladies, a poisonous plant had found to be
growing in the plant beds and hedgerow at the Diamond Jubilee Orchard — a suitably worded
sign would be erected to warn users of the site.

77 Enclosure 1



174.9

Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
09 March 2026

Councillor Stewart reported:

The council’s objection to P/2026/00093 land south of Craythorne Road, Stretton had
been submitted.

Work to re-stone the Jinny Trail path was in progress.

Work to remove dangerous trees and branches on Tafflands had been completed by the
council’s contractor and a volunteer resident.

The council’s mowing contractor had jet washed one of the white bridges in the village.
Agreed that he be thanked for doing this work.

It was noted that Staffordshire Highways had said that they would clear the Tutbury
Road Rural to provide safe passage for pedestrians but this work had yet to be done.
Agreed that a timeline for the work to be completed be requested from Staffordshire
Highways.

Stretton Parish Council had asked for information on how Youth Representatives could
be encouraged to work with the council and the type of activities they could be engaged

in —this information had been provided.

175.  Financial matters
175.1 Schedule of payments
— Payment Gross VAT
Payee Description Method £ £
Forvis Mazars LLP 2024/25 External audit fee BACS 504.00 84.00
(Pd 10/02/26)
Amazon Printer drum Debit card 74.29 12.38
(Pd 11/02/26)
B Gallone Reimbursement: Refreshments BACS 16.86 0.25
(Pd 13/02/26)
Doveside and S.137 Grant Aid (Minute No. 140 refers) BACS 120.00 0.00
Rolleston WIs (Pd 13/02/26)
Hornbeck Ltd T/A Brook Hollows: Signs for alongside footpath Debit Card 43.80 7.30
Farm Signs (Donor funds) (Pd 13/02/26)
Hardy Signs Ltd Craythorne car park signs BACS 120.00 | 20.00
Staffordshire Annual subscription BACS 20.00 0.00
Playing Fields Assn.
Rolleston Civic PC inserts into the Rollestonian 2025/26 BACS 340.00 0.00
Trust
P Gould Mowing contract BACS 1,354.58 0.00
HMRC NI/PAYE: 4™ qtr 2025/26 BACS 1,734.61 0.00
Clerk Salary and expenses BACS 1,509.39 0.00
J Deacon Environmental contract: £1,376.10 BACS 2,363.70 | 393.95
Craythorne car park lock/unlock: £201.60
Craythorne car park, install new signs:
£120.00
Tafflands: Tree works £576.00
Station Road remove post, fill holes and re-
seed: £90.00
Bradleys Payroll service 2025/26 BACS 132.00 | 22.00
Accountancy
Practice Ltd
St Mary’s Parish OGSR hire: 2025/26 PC meeting BACS 290.00 0.00
Church
Lloyds Bank Bank charges DD 4.25 0.00
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Resolved

That the above was a true record.

175.3 Earmarked Reserves
Resolved

That the council’s Earmarked Reserves (EMRs) at 28 February 2026 were:

Opening funds
01/04/2025

Movement in
funds to date

Available funds
28/02/2026

Environmental improvements

£ 7,100.00

(E 640.00)

£ 6,460.00

Brook Hollows

£ 9,326.50

(£1,836.50)

£ 7,490.00

Play areas

£20,250.00

£20,250.00

Speed Indicator Device

£11,000.00

(£5,377.00)

£ 5,623.00

Total

£47,676.50

(£7,853.50)

£39,823.00

176.
Resolved

177. S106 Funds

Receipts and payments to 28 February 2026
That the receipts and payments to 31 January be noted.

Councillor Stewart stressed that pending agreement and signature of the S106 Variation
Agreement by the relevant parties nothing relating to the use of the S106 funds had been
agreed other than the replacement of the zip wire on Tafflands. See also Minute No. 171

above.

178.
178.1

Flooding

Councillor Stewart reported on the meetings that had been arranged by the EA in
association with SCC, Severn Trent, the MP and the parish council. The meetings took place

on 12 February; eight households had attended the invite only session for PFR eligible
properties and six households had attended a separate meeting for those with properties
who are at risk in the 1:100 year flood extent.

178.2

The latest progress report was received from the Environment Agency (EA). Councillors
asked that the following queries be put to the EA:

1. Arrangements to be made for Nos. 6, 8 and 10 The Lawns to be included in those

properties eligible for Property Resilience Funding (these properties were not currently

include in the list).

79

02 | Council mobile DD 15.60 | 2.60
Total | 8,643.08 | 542.48
Resolved That the above payments be approved.
175.2 Bank reconciliation at 28 February 2026
Community Instant Access
Account Account Total

01 April 2025 Opening balances £ 15,667.27 £77,360.20 | £ 93,027.47

Movement in PLUS Income £112,226.18 £10,052.42 | £122,278.60

funds to date LESS Expenditure £ 90,916.83 f 0.00 | £ 90,916.83

28 February 2026 Bank Statement £ 36,976.62 £87,412.62 | £124,389.24
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179.

180.

181.

182.

Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
09 March 2026
2. Clarification regarding funding for the PRF scheme as the EA’s February progress report
says that this is subject to funding being identified, yet Jacob Collier MP said in an email
dated 06 April 2025 that Burton & Uttoxeter will receive £159,000 to protect against
severe flooding issues in the area. The Government funding will be provided as part of
local flood defence schemes at Rolleston Brook, Marchington Brook, Dovecliff Weir and
Burton Town.

3. Councillors asked that the EA write to residents in the 1:100 year flood risk area to
provide an update following the recent public meetings.

Martyn’s Law

Councillors noted at the recent Parish Council meeting that the RTF Committee are working
towards meeting the criteria required for when Martyn's Law comes into force later this
year and they asked that a report be provided after this year's Festival on how those
arrangements worked and what, if anything, needs to be put in place going forward.

Memorial benches and plaques policy

Resolved That:

=  Given the existing number in management the Parish Council is not seeking to increase
the number of dedicated benches during the period 01 March 2026 — 31 March 2027
inclusive and will only consider requests for benches in new locations in exceptional
circumstances.

= The Policy be adopted and that it be reviewed on in March annually.

Policy reviews

Resolved That the following policies be reviewed with no amendments being
necessary:

= Asset Register

= Document Retention and Disposal Policy

= Financial Regulations

= |nformation and Data Protection Policy

= Publication Scheme

= Statement of Internal Control and Annual Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control

Local Government Reorganisation in Staffordshire: Consultation

Councillors were advised that the government had launched its formal consultation on Local
Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Staffordshire. The statutory consultation sought views
on the five proposals that the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) had received from Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent’s principal councils.

Resolved That the council’s preferred option was Option 1 submitted by Cannock
Chase District Council, East Staffordshire Borough Council, Stafford Borough Council,
Stoke-on-Trent City Council proposed 2 unitary councils. These would comprise the current
areas of:

= North Staffordshire: Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire Moorlands and
Stoke-on-Trent

= South Staffordshire: Cannock Chase, East Staffordshire, Lichfield, South Staffordshire,
Stafford and Tamworth

The Clerk was authorised to submit the council’s preferred option; Councillors were
reminded that they could individually respond to the consultation.
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Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
09 March 2026
Correspondence
SPCA Bulletin
The SPCA Bulletin and other information had been regularly provided to Councillors.

Comms Log
The Comms Log had been regularly provided to Councillors

Staffordshire Search & Rescue Team — Donation request

Councillors considered a request for a donation towards the cost of a specialist drone that
would allow the Staffordshire Search & Rescue Team to cover more areas across the county
more quickly.

Resolved That the request be declined as the council has a policy of giving
donations/grants only to local organisations.

Parish Council sponsorship of St Mary’s Church clock (Minute No, 164.4 refers)
The council was advised that the AlImshouses are unfortunately unable to help with the
funding for the Church clock, the council was therefore requested to reconsider the request.

Resolved That the council offer a donation of £100 towards maintaining the Church
clock. Councillors also suggested that the PCC could approach other village organisations
requesting financial assistance.

Exclusion of Press and Public

Resolved That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 (Section 2)
(and as expended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the press and public be
excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information.

Quotations
Craythorne Road: Traffic survey (Minute No. 154.1 refers)
Resolved That:

= Dynamic Transport Planning’s quotation in the sum of £695 plus VAT be accepted to
undertake a undertake a traffic survey for a 14-day period of the Rolleston section of
Craythorne Road from 13 April 2026.

=  Councillors asked that the quotation and contact details be provided to Stretton Parish
Council as this may be something they may wish to do for the Stretton section.

Additional SID posts: Financial information

Resolved That:

=  The information be noted.

= Staffordshire Highways Officers be asked to meet with a Parish Councillor(s) to discuss if
it would be acceptable to install additional SID posts at the following locations:

Jet Church Road/Brookside; Anslow Lane and Station Road
ESBC: Bin emptying 2026/27

Resolved That ESBC’s quotation in the sum of £5,354.88 pa (£1,338.72 per qtr) to
empty the council’s 11 No. 240L bins on a fortnightly basis be accepted.
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186. Rollestonian of the Year 2025
Resolved That Lee Cooke be announced as Rollestonian of the Year 2025 and that the
presentation be made at the Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April.

The meeting closed at 9.07pm
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Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
09 March 2026

Annex 1

Application No. P/2026/00167

Proposal: Change of use of land to use as residential caravan site for 6 gypsy families, each with two
caravans including no more than one static caravan/mobile home, laying of hardstanding and
erection of 6 No. ancillary amenity buildings, septic tanks, associated boundary treatment and
retention of water treatment system and brick housing

Rolleston on Dove Parish Council considered the above planning application at its meeting on 9th
March 2026 and agreed:

A) That the ESBC Ward Councillor(s) be requested to call the application in for consideration by
the Planning Committee.

B) That the Parish Council objects to the above application on the following grounds:

1. Several Conditions set out in the original planning application permission (P/2021/00373) are
still in breach, namely:

Condition 2 a) The Site Layout Plan was not adhered to and the site extended by 50% without
permission.
b) Both mobile homes were not positioned in accordance to the Site Layout Plan
resulting in both being far more visible from the road.
c) The fencing erected was not as per the Fencing Details submitted - instead of
rural post and rail fencing, domestic 5 foot panels were erected on top of concrete
posts and 1 foot gravel boards resulting in far higher fencing.

Conditions 3, 5, |Itis understood (and confirmed by ESBC in 2025) that pre-development Conditions

6 and 12 to supply samples of building materials, vehicle visibility splays, a scheme to
incorporate a sustainable drainage system and details of ecological enhancements
to provide trees and bat/bird nesting facilities were not provided.

Condition 4 Porous materials should be used on the site for hardstanding - it is not certain how
porous the hardstanding is but the Applicant also laid down non-porous block
paving on areas where the land held water in bad weather and built a substantial
brick-paved entrance and internal drive.

Condition 7 All existing hedgerows to the front to be retained. The Applicant removed c30-35
feet of old hedgerow, at the same time building a bricked wall entrance and two
large metal gates and stone lion embellishments, all without permission.

Condition 8 No external lighting to the installed. This has been installed all round the existing
plot and visible through fencing and from overlooking buildings.

2. Biodiversity net gain (BNG): The Parish Council requests the measures required to meet the
shortfall as calculated in the BNG report are not permitted to be offset elsewhere but
planted at the site location which is in a strategic green gap that has now has had significant
hedging removed and green areas paved over.

3. ESBC's Local Plan Policy Performance Tracker, August 2025 clearly said that ESBC is "on track"

in providing required pitches, is there a need to provide the requested additional
facilities/amenities?
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Rolleston on Dove Parish Council
Receipts and payments to 31 March 2026 and 2026/27 budget

. 2025/26 Actual to Actual to 2026/27
Nominal .
. Description Budget 31/03/2026 Budget
£ £ £ £
100 Income
1076 Precept 99,212 99,212 104,173
1090 Interest Received 600 560 540
1100 Grants & Donations Received 1,000 4,700 -
1110 Council Tax Support Grant 1,665 1,665 1,665
1200 Garden rents 125 125 125
1220 Allotment rents 20 20 20
1250 Football pitch fees 50 260 50
1270 SCC: Annual grass cutting 5,234 5,339 5,525
115 VAT reclaim - 9,556
1999 Other income - 912 600
Income 107,906 122,349 112,698
Nominal 2025/26 Actual to Actual to Approved budget
. Description Budget 31/03/2026 2026/27
£ £ £ £
200 Administration
4000 Staff salary 21,300 21,970 22,629
4020 Employer's National Insurance 2,445 2,545 2,644
4030 Payroll Services 100 110 100
4050 Use of Home as Office 178 178 195
4100 Insurance 1,632 1,892 1,892
4110 Audit Fees 810 605 810
4115 Bank charges 55 53 51
4120 Photocopier: Rental/Maint. 378 425 318
4121 Photocopier: Copy charges 500 430 500
4125 Stationery 270 117 270
4127 Village Directory 200 195 200
4130 Postage 600 724 750
4140 Council mobile 260 192 200
4150 Subscriptions 900 733 1,200
4160 Training 500 415 500
4180 Room hire 240 290 275
4190 Mileage expenses 220 211 220
4195 Parking fees 12 3 10
4200 Play areas R&M 5,225 1,938 5,500
4205 Craythorne barrier: Lock/unlock 2,190 2,196 2,555
4210 RPC website 635 592 625
4211 Village website 60 71 79
4220 IT / Software 400 575 580
4230 S$137 Expenditure 100 620 100
4240 Mowing contract 16,255 16,600 17,000
4250 Bin emptying 5,250 5,134 5,476
4260 Trees 4,000 3,112 5,000
4265 Plants (troughs, planters) 1,120 1,396 2,000
4270 Environmental contract 13,761 13,761 13,761
4275 General R&M and Out of Scope works 5,500 2,636 5,500
4280 Bus shelter 2,000 2,000 3,422
4285 Flooding 2,000 - 2,000
4300 Projects 5,000 - 5,000
4310 Professional fees 5,000 1,950 5,000
4320 Capital expenditure 800 - 800
4330 Other administration 2,000 1,021 2,000
4999 Contingency 5,000 204 5,000
515 VAT on payments - 9,388
Total Expenditure 106,896 94,282 114,162
Total Income 107,906 122,349 112,698
Net Income/Expenditure 1,010 28,067 1,464
Earmarked Reserves (EMRs)
Funds at Recommended | Opening funds Funds statement at 31 March 2026
Nom. Code Description 31/03/2026 YE EMRs 01/04/2026 Total funds held in bank accounts f 105,502.65
£ £ £ LESS Earmarked Reserves -£ 53,526.50
320 Environmental improvements - 15,000.00 15,000.00 General Reserves £ 51,976.15
322 Brook Hollows (Donor funds) 7,526.50 7,526.50 7,526.50
325 Play Areas 20,250.00 25,000.00 25,000.00
329 Speed Indicator Device (SID) posts 5,623.00 6,000.00 6,000.00
TOTAL 33,399.50 53,526.50 53,526.50
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1.

11

1.2

13

1.4

1.5

2.1

2.2

2.3

Introduction and background

| received instruction from Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council via Purchase Order
number RPC/2025/048 dated 29 January 2026. | am commissioned to undertake a
thorough inspection of two select lime trees growing at the public open space known
as The Croft adjacent to Burnside, Rolleston-on-Dove.

The Parish Council has had some routine tree works undertaken by arborist Mr Matt
Reinforth who identified two trees as being impacted by fungal decay and potentially
in a dangerous condition. | am commissioned to undertake a thorough inspection of
these trees, and | have also visually inspected the remainder of the contemporary lime
trees to either side. However, the clear focus of my assessment is the two identified
trees.

The Croft is an area of public open space maintained by the Parish Council that lies
within the village Conservation Area administered by the local planning authority East
Staffordshire Borough Council. On this basis, ahead of undertaking works to the trees,
it is necessary to provide the local authority with six weeks’ prior notification of
intended works. Consent cannot be refused under the Conservation Area. However,
the notification period is intended to give adequate time for the local authority to
consider making a Tree Preservation Order if the works are not considered
appropriately arboriculturally justified.

I made my inspection from ground level only on Friday 20 March 2026. Weather
conditions were dry and bright with good visibility from ground level. All photographs
of the trees were taken during this visit to site.

To aid my observations, | have utilised an IML PD400 microdrill (commonly referred to
as a Resistograph) and the resultant pertinent read-out graphs are included at
Appendix 1.

The trees

Located to the edge of the public open space adjacent to the brook are seven mature
broad leafed lime trees (Tilia platyphyllos).

These trees are set back from a brick retaining wall adjacent to the brook, typically

being spaced off the wall by 1.5-2m to the trunk centres but occasionally only with
0.5m clearance from the outside of the root buttresses to the wall, which often lists
towards the brook itself.

The row of trees is roughly orientated north to south. To the western side, there is a
gravel path and the trees are interspersed with memorial benches.
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Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council BB Trees Ltd
The Croft, Rolleston-on-Dove Tree and Woodland Consultancy

Photograph 1: Showing the row of boundary lime trees with the report trees being
indicated by red arrows.
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2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

The report trees feature existing elliptical aluminium tags on the path side, being
numbers 0824 and 0825. They are located either side of the bench that features the
‘Happy to Chat’ sign provided by the Parish Council.

The trees are all contemporary in age, likely being up to 150 years old.

The sole contemporary lime at the end of the row closest to the Spread Eagle pub is of
maiden form being around 26-27m in height. However, all of the other component
trees including the two report trees have previously been heavily reduced with the
main structures being around 14-15m in height but often featuring 4-5m of regrowth
above. This is not true pollarding and clearly the trees were reduced while already
mature, almost inevitably resulting in unoccluded apical pruning wounds and
regrowth being attached to perhaps a relatively thin shell of outer functional wood.
For such trees, ongoing, cyclical, crown pruning is usually a necessity.

The two report trees are significant components. However, the value of the collective
arboricultural feature is en-masse and undoubtedly makes a significant contribution to
the visual amenities of the village.

Due south of report tree 0824, there is an overhead BT cable that runs through the
side of the crown to a distribution pole located opposite the car park entrance into
Rolleston Club.

Tree 0824

The trunk has a measured diameter of 760mm at around 1.5m above ground level.
This tree was previously reduced to a main structure of around 12m and currently
stands at an overall height of approximately 16—17m with regrowth above previous
pruning points having a maximum diameter of around 120mm.

Light basal sucker growth is evident around the base but does not obscure it from
detailed assessment. There are multiple cavities between more pronounced root
buttresses. These reveal many old, largely senescent fungal fruiting bodies, most likely
Ganoderma adspersum.

On the southern side of the trunk within the fissure between the two main buttresses,
there also appears to be some desiccated old ascomycete fungal fruiting body remains
which | suspect are those of brittle cinder fungus (Kretzschmaria deusta). Some minor
embryonic fungal fruiting bodies are also suspected between one of the buttress
fissures on the path side. However, this does not look likely to be the imperfect stage
fruiting bodies of the brittle cinder fungus, and it will have to be allowed to develop in
order to provide an accurate identification.
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Photograph 3: Showing the cavity in lime tree 0824 with the red arrow pointing to old
fungal fruiting bodies.

2.12 The tree retains reasonable crown vigour. However, the main structure does have a

2.13

2.14

fairly clear growth bias towards the public road of Burnside and undoubtedly would
fall across the highway should it fail at near ground level.

Tree 0825

This tree has a measured trunk diameter of 690mm. It was previously reduced to an
approximate height of 10—11m and currently has an overall height of around 16-17m.
It also has a positive weight bias clearly in the direction of the public road on the
opposite side of the watercourse, albeit it would fall short of the Rolleston Club should
it fail in this direction.

On the northern side of the trunk base, there is a longstanding decayed seam
extending around 1.2m to the point of some old Ganoderma adspersum fungal fruiting
brackets. However, it is clear that a necrotic bark seam extends above this point to
around 2.1m, having been partially excavated by tree creepers and woodpeckers; a
further clear indication of its dysfunction. Further Ganoderma adspersum fungal
brackets are evident on the southern side of the trunk base and here there is notable
bark bleeding points up to around 2.2m above ground level indicating a Phytophthora
infection and a degree of bark necrosis.
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Photograph 4: Showing lime tree 0825 with bark bleeding evident and a red arrow
pointing to old fungal fruiting bodies.

2.15 The tree features minor sucker growth, but this does not obscure the inspection.
Overall vigour is fair. However, the crown is rather suppressed by the previous report
tree and the adjacent lime of the northern side. Although its vigour is less than
optimum in the upper crown, there is no significant dieback. Dead branches are
evident, but the outer sections have previously fallen, leaving relatively short
deadwood stubs.

Invasive testing
Tree 0824

2.16 The main opening on the side of the brook was surrounded by heavily decayed
material that could easily be removed by hand revealing a substantial basal cavity.

2.17 In addition, three test drillings were made. Drilling D1 was made into the main root
buttress on the path side. This is considered the primary root buttress providing
structural stability to the tree.
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2.18

2.19

2.20

Photograph 5: Undertaking test drilling D1 on lime tree 0824 with the red dot
indicating the location of test drilling D2.

This test drilling was made at around 200mm above ground level and revealed a
residual wall thickness of around 19cm (approximately 17-18cm of structural wood)
ahead of an entire cavity.

Drilling D2 was made in the same vertical plane as D1 but at around 0.8m above
ground level, just above the height of the main swelling where the lower buttress
merges into the main trunk. At this point, the outer residual wall thickness was around
14cm and the boundary with the central decayed zone indicated a slow progressive
decay with poor compartmentalisation.

Test drilling D3 was made on the southern side of the trunk into the suspected
necrotic bark seam above what is thought to be brittle cinder fungus decay with the
test drilling being made at around 0.5m above ground level. This revealed entirely
decayed material offering no resistance with the necrotic and decayed area coalescing
with the opening on the side of the brook. In total, this equates for around 25-30% of
the lower trunk circumference.
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Tree 0825
2.21 The opening associated with the main fungal brackets is self-evident on the north

2.22

2.23

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

western stem. At around the height of the upper bracket, test drilling D4 was made
into the path side of the stem and revealed a residual wall thickness of only around
6cm. In structural terms, this is very thin. To the northern side of this narrowed,
flattened section of stem, there is an abrupt edge to the side of the open cavity. At
which point, there is likely to be some ram’s horn wound wood formation (obscured
externally by bark). However, there is also some indications of possible propagation
cracking, which is a primary failure symptom in a hollowed tree trunk.

Test drilling D5 was made at around 1m above ground level into the seam with
obvious Phytophthora staining and above the historic Ganoderma brackets. This
confirmed that the outer part of the trunk is entirely necrotic with only residual,
heavily decayed tissue between 10cm and 30cm penetration, which is offering no
structural support.

The final test drilling D6 was made into the lower main root buttress on the side of the
path. As suspected, this showed better quality structural wood to a depth of around
27cm before a progressive decayed area became an open cavity.

Appraisal

Both report trees were found to be extensively decayed within their lower trunks. At
the interface with remaining functional wood at key locations in terms of the
structural integrity of the trees, there is minimal indication of strong
compartmentalisation and it appears that current decay is progressive.

In the case of tree 0824, although the main root buttress on the southern side likely
retains sufficient residual material, there is considered an unacceptable risk of cross-
sectional failure at around 0.7m above the ground. At which point, the residual
thickness is minimal. Although the main cavity is on the compression side, there is an
increased cross-sectional flattening due to torsion damage.

Further reducing the tree would only provide a short term restoration of an
acceptable safety factor and any regrowth would be largely suppressed by that of
adjacent trees.

The tree represents a significant risk in terms of falling across the highway and the
likelihood of damaging the retaining structure adjacent to the brook.
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3.5

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

In respect of tree 0825, again the main root buttress on the tension side is adequate.
However, the tree is clearly becoming a series of co-independent vertical columns
with minimal connectivity, being segregated by substantial seams of decay. Given the
weight bias of the tree and the hazard it poses, again it would require a substantial
reduction in height, which does not provide a cost effective or long term management
strategy for such amenity trees in this setting.

Conclusions and recommendations

The two identified report trees are extensively decayed and should be removed on
safety grounds.

Invasive testing confirms that the trees pose an unacceptable long term threat in
terms of failing at near ground level and inevitably towards the public road. In this
instance, further substantial pruning to reduce their height is discounted as this would
only provide a short term solution, itself with a significant detrimental impact to the
visual amenities of the wider collective feature which historically has been managed
systematically.

Replanting is important. However, it will necessitate stump grinding and ground
reinstatement (inevitably much of the central stump regions will be decayed,
recessing into the ground). Lime may be considered as a species for replanting
especially for tree 0824 which receives good light illumination. However, given that
they are unlikely to match adjacent limes in terms of structural growth within the
remaining expected useful life expectancy of the remaining feature, it would not be
inappropriate to consider replanting with other suitable shade tolerant trees and
dawyck beech (Fagus sylvatica ‘DAWYCK GOLD’) and/or fastigiate hornbeam (Carpinus
betulus ‘FRANS FONTAINE’) might be suitable candidates, albeit this is by no means an
inclusive list.

The trees were assessed during the early stages of the current closed bird nesting
season. Given the multiple openings in the trunks, it is recommended that the trees
are not removed until the bird nesting season has finished in around July 2026
(subject to monitoring) and they are considered an acceptable risk in this regard.

The trees must be removed in a way to safeguard the remaining trees and
infrastructure around them, noting also the presence of BT service wires.

Signed:

g

Ben Bennett BSc (Hons) For, Cert Arb (RFS), MArborA
Director, BB Trees Ltd
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Appendix 1: Resistograph decay detection methodology and read-out graphs

Al1l

Al.2

Al3

Al.4

Al.5

Al.6

Methodology

Throughout the course of my experience as an Arboriculturist, | have gained a sound
understanding of tree biomechanics and the nature of decay caused by principal decay
organisms. | have employed the Visual Tree Assessment methodology during my
assessment. | have received intensive training in this methodology and its application
and have been assessed at Elite Practitioner status.

Invasive investigations have been undertaken using an IML PD400 Resistograph, in this
instance, to assess the potential extent of internal decay within the lower trunk.

The Resistograph measures the relative density of wood by drilling into the tree with a
flexible 3mm diameter drill of 400mm in length. The model of Resistograph used is the
latest incarnation of well-proven technology and is capable of measuring wood quality
and the presence of internal defects such as included bark or decay-altered wood. In
simple terms, the higher the quality of the wood encountered, the greater the
resistance offered to the drilling force and a higher output is recorded on the graph.

The read-out graph identifies the depth of penetration for the testing (read right to
left) along the horizontal (Z) axis. The vertical (Y) axis records the amplitude which is a
relative measurement as to the density of the encountered wood.

The read-out graph consists of two independently recorded, overlaid measurements.
The green graph is the resistance measured at the tip of the drill and is equal to the
torque force required to drill into the wood. The blue graph relates to the feed rate ie
the force required to drill through the wood at a predetermined rate.

Although a highly accurate precision tool, the Resistograph is only capable of
interpreting the quality of wood within a very small area subject to the drilling. Whilst
this is important in reducing the damage to the assessed tree, this tool does not
measure wood quality beyond the area of testing. However, multiple testing points
can be made in order to map potential defects.
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The Croft, Rolleston-on-Dove
Resistograph read-out graphs

Test drilling D1

Measiring | object data
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Test drilling D2

Measuring | object data
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The Croft, Rolleston-on-Dove

Test drilling D3

Measuring / object data
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The Croft, Rolleston-on-Dove

Test drilling D4

Measuringf object data.

Page 14 of 16
Document reference: 1053/26, Revision O
Prepared on Friday 20 March 2026



BB Trees Ltd

Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council
The Croft, Rolleston-on-Dove Tree and Woodland Consultancy

Test drilling D5
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Test drilling D6

Measuring | object data

nos 6 Spesd ¢ 2500 min  Diametsr:
Meadle state: ]

BB Trees Ltd
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Overview

The UK Government’s emerging agenda on neighbourhood governance—
set out through the English Devolution and Community Empowerment
(EDCE) Bill—signals a shift toward more localised, community-level
decision-making.

However, despite new duties placed on unitary councils, the Government
has not yet provided a clear, formal definition or detailed guidance
on what neighbourhood governance should look like. There is yet to be any
role for parish/town councils in these new structures.

What the Government Has Said So Far

Government documents describe neighbourhood governance mainly in
broad, outcome-focused terms, stating that its purpose is to “move
decision-making closer to residents” and enable public services to be
better organised around local needs.

The Bill gives the Secretary of State powers to define neighbourhood
areas and set criteria for governance arrangements—but these definitions
and criteria have not yet been issued.

Key Gap: No Clear Definition or Local Council role

Although local authority duties are being introduced, no statutory or
practical definition of “neighbourhood governance” has been set
out by the Government.

This leaves councils uncertain about the scale, form and minimum
standards expected.

Implications for Parish and Town Councils

Neighbourhood governance reforms—driven by the English Devolution and
Community Empowerment (EDCE) Bill—have significant implications for
parish and town councils. While these bodies are long-established forms of
neighbourhood-level democracy, the Government’s proposals introduce
new expectations, uncertainty, and potential opportunities.

Parish and Town Councils Will No Longer Be the Default
Neighbourhood Governance Model

The Government has stated that it “wants to make sure that all local
authorities have a way of working with people in their
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neighbourhoods, so they are not relying on town and parish
councils to do it.”

Uncertainty About Their Future Role
Because the Government has not yet defined:

« what constitutes a neighbourhood governance structure, or

o how these structures will interact with existing parish councils,
parish and town councils face uncertainty regarding:

o Their statutory position within the new framework

e Whether their existing roles will be strengthened, diluted, or
duplicated

3. Potential Overlap or Duplication

With the Secretary of State empowered to define neighbourhood areas
and set criteria for governance arrangements—yet without definitions
currently in place—there is a risk that new, imposed neighbourhood
structures may overlap with existing parished areas or the work of
parish/town councils.

This could lead to:
» Confusion over responsibilities
o Blurred lines of accountability

o Challenges in community engagement

Summary

Parish and town councils are likely to remain important, but their
role is no longer assumed or guaranteed.

We face a period of uncertainty while the Government develops regulations
defining neighbourhood areas and governance standards. Until clarity is
provided, councils must prepare for:

» Possible structural changes
o Integration with new neighbourhood models

o The need to demonstrate strong community value
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Below is a ready-to-use template motion that a parish or town council
can adopt. It reflects the current policy context, including the Government’s
intention not to rely solely on parish and town councils for
neighbourhood governance, and the lack of detailed guidance on how
new structures will work alongside existing local councils.

Template Motion: Ensuring an Influential Role for Parish/Town
Councils in Neighbourhood Governance

[Council Name] Parish/Town Council
Motion for Resolution

Date:
Proposed by:
Seconded by:

Motion
This Council notes:

1. That the Government’s English Devolution and Community
Empowerment (EDCE) Bill introduces a new duty on all local
authorities to establish “effective neighbourhood governance”
structures, with further detail to be set out in forthcoming
regulations.

2. That the Government has stated it wants all local authorities to have
a way of working with neighbourhoods “so they are not relying on
town and parish councils to do it,” indicating that parish and town
councils may not automatically be recognised as the primary
neighbourhood governance mechanism.

3. That the Secretary of State will have powers to define neighbourhood
areas and set criteria for neighbourhood governance arrangements,
but these definitions and criteria have not yet been published,
creating uncertainty about the future role of parish and town councils
within the new framework. [nalc.gov.uk]

4. That parish and town councils are the most local and democratically
accountable tier of government, with established relationships in
communities and a strong track record of facilitating local
engagement and service delivery.

This Council believes:
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1. That parish and town councils should play a central and influential
role in any new system of neighbourhood governance, reflecting
their democratic mandate and deep local knowledge.

2. That any new neighbourhood governance structures should
complement, not duplicate or marginalise, existing parish and
town councils.

3. That clear guidance from Government is essential to avoid confusion,
overlap, and the dilution of local democratic accountability.

4. That parish and town councils are offered the opportunity to join any
neighbourhood governance structures created in their area.

This Council resolves to:

1. Call on our local Member of Parliament to press the Secretary of
State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to:

o Ensure that parish and town councils are formally recognised
as key partners within the emerging neighbourhood
governance framework;

o Guarantee that the forthcoming regulations and guidance
clearly set out how parish and town councils will be integrated
into neighbourhood governance structures;

o Provide assurance that new neighbourhood governance
arrangements will not duplicate functions or undermine the
democratic legitimacy of parish and town councils.

2. Write to the MP enclosing this motion and requesting active
lobbying on behalf of parish and town councils during the
development of regulations under the EDCE Bill.

3. Engage with our principal authority to express the Council’s
expectation that parish and town councils be meaningfully involved
in shaping local responses to the neighbourhood governance duty.

4. Publicly communicate this Council’'s position to residents,
reaffirming our commitment to maintaining strong, local, democratic
representation.
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Template Letter to your local MP
[Council Letterhead]
[Date]

[Name of MP]
Member of Parliament for [Constituency]
[Office Address]

Dear [Name of MP],

Re: Request for Advocacy on the Role of Parish/Town Councils in
Neighbourhood Governance Reforms

I am writing on behalf of [Council Name] Parish/Town Council to
draw your attention to significant concerns arising from the Government’s
emerging neighbourhood governance proposals under the English
Devolution and Community Empowerment (EDCE) Bill.

As you will know, the Bill introduces a new legal duty for all local
authorities to establish “effective neighbourhood governance”
structures. However, the Government has indicated that local authorities
should not rely solely on parish and town councils for this purpose.
Specifically, accompanying commentary to the Bill states that councils
should have ways of working with neighbourhoods “so they are not
relying on town and parish councils to do it.”

At the same time, the Bill provides the Secretary of State with new
powers to define neighbourhood areas and set criteria for governance
arrangements, but these definitions and criteria have not yet been
published, leaving substantial uncertainty about how existing parish and
town councils will fit within the new system.

Given that parish and town councils are the most local, democratically
elected tier of government, with deep knowledge of their communities,
we strongly believe they should have an influential and clearly
recognised role within any new neighbourhood governance
arrangements.

Enclosed with this letter is a motion passed by [Council Name]
requesting that you press the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government to:

1. Ensure parish and town councils are formally recognised as key
partners in neighbourhood governance.

2. Provide clarity—through forthcoming regulations and guidance—on
how these councils will be integrated into the new framework.
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3. Avoid the creation of parallel structures that could duplicate or
diminish the role of democratically elected local councils.

We would be grateful for your support in raising these matters with
Ministers and ensuring that community-level democratic representation is
not weakened as these reforms progress.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to meet to discuss
this further or require any additional information.

Yours sincerely,

[Name]
[Position, e.g., Chair/Clerk]
[Council Name] Parish/Town Council
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