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Environment Agency (EA) Flooding September Update from Tom Ellis

Our Business Case development for flood risk management is still expected in
the next couple of months, and we are still keen to engage with yourselves
and the community when we have the final report. Under existing
government funding rules, it is likely that Property Flood Resilience will be
one of the leading options for future flood risk management. This, paired
with Natural Flood Management and continued riparian/ EA maintenance of
the channel and surrounding watercourses will reduce risk in the more
frequent storm events, but not prevent extreme floods still occurring. |
expect this may not come as much of a surprise, but | also recognise that it
might not be the solution(s) everyone would like. We must comply with
funding rules and provide a technically feasible option, taking account of
catchment and village characteristics. The funding rules are being examined
currently, but existing arrangements are expected to continue until April
2026.

Initial conversations around Natural Flood Risk Management (NFM) are
ongoing, and while we have done some high level ‘opportunity mapping’,
further site-specific assessments and hydraulic modelling is required to
confirm the potential impact of NFM on flood extents and depths in the
village. This ideally needs to be done before any stakeholder and landowner
engagement is undertaken. We are looking into how we can fund this
additional work this financial year.

The Parish Council is currently working with the office of our MP, Jacob
Collier, and the EA, to arrange a village meeting about flooding with all

relevant authorities early next year. Further details of this will be advised in
due course.

Please see further details of actions on the Parish Council’s website and
Facebook page. Flooding is an agenda item at every Parish Council meeting
and Councillors welcome comments, ideas and thoughts from all residents on
this matter.

Current Project Updates

Traffic calming measures and Speed Indicator Device (SID) installation
on Knowles Hill

The initial consultation document by Staffordshire County Council (SCC) on
the possible traffic calming measures for Knowles Hill has been published.
After the consultation period on what is proposed, any changes required will
be made before the statutory consultation (including emergency services,
ESBC etc. as well as the general public) takes place to finalise the plans.
Following the successful completion of that process the traffic calming will be
installed at the earliest opportunity.

The pole for the solar powered SID located on the grass verge of Knowles Hill,
and the SID itself, was installed in August. Data is being downloaded from
this each month and collated. Following discussion at the October Parish
Council meeting, the information will be passed on to the relevant
authorities for any necessary action to be investigated.

Brookside and Burnside - ongoing improvements to the white railings
and removal of vegetation

Reeds, Himalayan Balsam and debris have been cleared from sections of the
brook over the summer months by the Parish Council (as agreed with the
Environment Agency). Further work to remove the remaining Reeds and
Himalayan Balsam will continue. These tasks will need to be repeated next
year to continue to maintain the brook and its banks.

The smallest of the very old Weeping Willows alongside the brook on
Burnside has been removed as it was in danger of toppling over.



The white railings cleaning and painting project, which was delayed by the
extremely hot weather, will resume aiming to be completed over the next
few months. This is partly funded by the monies donated from the Transport
Festival 2024 to put towards materials.

The Platinum Jubilee Orchard (located off Meadow View)

We have finally been able to plant the remaining Plum fruit tree now the
weather has provided some rain (which has replaced one of the original
trees). All the other trees have survived the hot weather thanks to volunteers
copious watering of them. We look forward to them producing a variety of
fruit for residents to enjoy over the future years. A Working Group of
volunteers is being set up to continue managing the Orchard. If you are
interested in joining this group please contact the Parish Clerk.

New bus shelter installation on Station Road has been completed

The bus shelter, (jointly funded by Staffs County Council and the Parish
Council with a kind donation from Bellway), on Station Road has now had its
canopy installed - ready for the autumn and winter weather!

The original suggestion for this additional hardstanding and shelter was made
by one of the Parish Council Youth Representatives and the Council is
grateful for their thoughtful contributions to his project.

Also the bus shelter at the Spread Eagle has had the wobbly steps reset as
well as some maintenance to the brick work.

Elizabeth Avenue play area improvements and play equipment review
The two very dilapidated cradle swing seats have now been replaced and
some minor repairs to other items have been carried out. A Working Party is
ready to progress exploration of possible options for replacement play
equipment and will be consulting with residents and schools to then source
costings. The Parish Council will be applying for grants to help fund this
project.

Residents’ ideas and views on this are most welcome.

Public footpaths and stiles

Rolleston has a number of popular and well used footpaths. If you notice any
areas, including stiles, on public footpaths that require maintenance, please
report these to the Parish Council Clerk. Footpath walks leaflets are available
from the Clerk and may be found on the website: rollestonondove-pc.gov.uk
All footpaths are walked by Councillors once a year in July to formally record
that they are open and accessible for use by members of the public.

The Diamond Jubilee Community Orchard and Sharing Shelf

The Diamond Jubilee Orchard, (owned by the Parish Council and managed by
the Parish Council and a group of volunteers) was watered and maintained by
several working parties over the last few months. Residents donated to the
sharing shelf vast quantities of produce in particular courgettes, cucumbers,
beans, apples and plums, all produced in abundance due to the exceptionally
warm weather! Please call in and help yourself to fruit and herbs or just sit
and rest a while. If you could spare some time and would be willing to help
on a Saturday morning, please contact Mike Robson (07929 833893).

Parish Council meetings

Meetings start at 7.00pm and are held at the Old Grammar School Room.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The agenda for each meeting can be found
on the Parish Council’s website, Facebook page and on noticeboards the
week before the meeting is held.

Should you wish to ask the Parish Council any questions or raise any points
with us, 15 minutes at the beginning of each meeting are set aside for you to
do so. The full list of Councillors and contact details can be found on the
Parish Council’s website.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2025 AND 2026

Monday 10" Nov 7.00pm — Parish Council Meeting
Monday 8% Dec 7.00pm — Parish Council Meeting
Monday 12t" Jan 7.00pm — Parish Council Meeting
Monday 9% Feb 7.00pm — Parish Council Meeting
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